
SPOKANE CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
210 N. Havana, Spokane, WA 99202 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

 
Attendees 
Supervisors: Chair Jerry Scheele, Randy James, Tom Miller, Jaki Shrauger, Wendy Knopp 
Absent: None  

Associate Supervisor: Chris Mahelona 

SCD Staff:  Vicki Carter, Cori Turntine, Jeannie Jesseph, Barry Tee, Seth Flanders, Hilary Sepulveda, Lindsay 
Chutas 

Guests Brian Werst (Legal Counsel), Tom Salzer (WACD), Jeff Schibel (Lincoln CD)  
 
Governance Culture 

Call Meeting to Order  

The meeting was held remotely using the WebEx app to connect the participants. 

James called the meeting to order at 5:01 and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

Acceptance of Consent Agenda 

The Consent Agenda was previously distributed. The Board accepted the Consent Agenda items 

consisting of: 

 June 9, 2020 Board Agenda 

 May 12, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

 May 2020 Treasurer’s Report 

 June 2020 Payables Report 

Treasurer’s Report   
Prior to the meeting, Supervisor Shrauger verified that all the adjusted balances and all accounts matched the 
Treasurer’s Report stated balances. A number of checks over $10,000 had one signature per the previously 
board approved Covid policy. That policy change allows for checks to only have one signature. Turntine sends 
Shrauger a report of all checks written above $10,000 each week.  
 
A question was raised about on the Budget Position employee’s salary. The report shows only one entry.  A 
manual adjustment is made each month to post employee salaries to their proper departments. That 
adjustment had not been made yet at the time the report was generated. 
 

Motion Miller/Shrauger to accept the Consent Agenda, including the June Payables Report in the 

amount of $461,272.33. Motion carried.   

 

Chair Scheele noted that the agenda didn’t include a line for Linkage to the Community. Scheele 

introduced Tom Salzer, Executive Director of WACD, Jeff Schibel, NE Area Director of WACD and 

Attorney Brian Werst. 

 

Scheele invited Salzer to share a message from WACD. Salzer outlined the latest activities the WACD has 

been doing. WACD is preparing a new welcome letter for new supervisors to help them hit the ground 

running. They are preparing thank you letters for Supervisors who are leaving their board positions.  



WACD has been reaching out to districts to see if they want to have virtual, in-person or a hybrid to run 

their area meetings during this time of pandemic restrictions.  The Annual Conference Planning Team is 

ramping up. This is the first time they have ever put together a virtual conference. The 2021 conference 

will be in person held in Tacoma. WACD is working with area directors to connect more closely with 

districts. They are closely monitoring revenue forecasts and conversations around a possible Special 

Session. Salzer sent out a letter about diversity, equity and inclusion. Ninety percent of the feedback on 

this letter has been supportive. 

 

Scheele invited Schibel to share what he has been working on. Schibel had intended to visit all the 

districts in person until the lockdown was ordered. He wanted to attend our meeting tonight to touch 

base with our district. He is looking for information on how COVID-19 is impacting districts to share in a 

presentation at the WADE conference.  

 
New Business  
WSCC Update 

The Commission hosts an informative district community call on most Fridays. This Friday we have been asked to 
talk about the SharedWork Program through the Employment Security Department and its impact on our 
district. Conservation Districts don’t qualify for federal aid programs to help offset the costs of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  This program will save SCD about $50,000 which will help recoup some of our pandemic expenses 
and loss of revenue from the Tree Sale, Farm and Food Expo and other programs. We want to share this 
information with other districts. Jesseph will be making the presentation. 
 
Safe Start Plan Update 
Turntine gave an update on our Safe Start plan. We are in Phase Two now. We are starting to move staff back 
into the office. Phase Two is a transition phase. Big changes will happen with Phase Three. We have a sign in 
sheet for visitors with appointments to provide contact tracing information. A plexiglass barrier was put up at 
the front desk. Daily cleaning and social distancing continues. We have weekly staff meetings to keep in touch 
with everyone. We are looking forward to Phase Three when our doors will open to the public and we can have 
our team all together face to face again. 
 
Staff Updates 
Sepulveda shared that she is continuing to reach out through social media. She has met with a producer 
regarding what it would take to start a SCD podcast. The original idea of the podcast is to help take the place of 
the Farm and Food Expo that was canceled, but now she sees that this could be a great addition to the district. 
The podcast is a way to share much of the information that would have been talked about at the Farm and Food 
Expo. She gave a presentation to Carter and Turntine to begin a SCD podcast series this week and they were 
excited about the possibilities. She is thinking that we will have at least three podcasts per month. Watch for a 
full presentation outlining some of the details at our next board meeting. 
Carter added that since Sepulveda took over the district e-newsletter there has been a 340% increase in people 
who are opening it and then going to our website for more information.  
 
Chutas is working on multiple projects around Newman Lake and preparing to install a septic system that is the 
first of its kind in Washington State as a pilot program. This is a game changer for places that can’t get septic 
systems and could have a big impact to improve water quality for confined shoreline living situations. 
 
Flanders asked for approval for part one of the Commodity Buffer Program contracts.  
 



Tee shared that OSS projects are going well. He has just completed a few projects and has a few more in the 
process. He has been working at the 8th property. Six red iron buildings have been moved.  
 
Carter gave a shout out to Tee, Dan Ross and Rich Sgarra for their work on the property. Thanks to their work 
the district saved around $60,000 from the amount bid by contractors to do the same work. 
 
Jesseph gave an update on the SharedWork Program. It is going smoothly for most. Some people’s payments 
have been delayed while additional information is verified. Those who had their social security number 
compromised are still waiting to file. Employment Security confirms that employees will be able to file 
retroactively for benefits. 
 
Turntine is working on the Annual Report for the State Auditor’s Office (SAO). Initially the SAO deadline was May 
28 to May 31 which moved the deadline to the weekend. Late on Friday, May 28 SAO gave an extension to June 
16. Carter and Jesseph will review the report. It will be submitted by end of the week.  
 
 Board/Director 

Property Update & Bid Approval 

We went out for bid in May to begin our new building! The bidding closed on May 28. Seven contractors 

bid on the project and all were all fairly close with the exception of one. Our bid range was 4.2-4.7 million 

dollars. Bids came in between 4.2-4.5, excluding the highest bid. Next the bids went through the process 

of vetting and verification. Bid alternates were reviewed as well. There were alternates one or two, and 

three, four and five.  

After full consideration of all the alternates it is the staff recommendation to accept the base bid with 

alternates three, four and five from the apparent low bidder which is Kilgore Construction Inc. Their base 

bid was $4,230,919.00. Alternate Three added $74,079.00 for irrigation and rock work, Alternate Four 

added $41,523.00 for ecology block and pathway lighting, Alternate Five added $26,908.00 for AV and the 

multipurpose room. This is a total of $4,373,429.00.  They are anticipating that it will take 210 

construction days to complete the project. 

 

Motion James/Miller to accept apparent low bid from Kilgore Construction Inc. as presented and 

authorize staff to move forward with Notice to Award. Motion carried. 

 

Director’s Report 

The 1981 International spray truck is being surplused from our SRF Program. It has a value of less than 

$5,000.00. The VIN is 1HTAA1857EHA15046. 

 

After much consideration between Carter, Turntine and Meyer it is their joint recommendation to not 

renew the PNDSA contract. Meyer will no longer be serving as their Executive Director. This contract has 

taken more time to implement than originally thought. It is thought that Meyer’s expertise will be better 

served bringing him back to the District full time.  This will allow him more time with bio-farming and to 

pursue other programs. 

 

Last year SCD approved a Cost Share payment with Palouse CD for Commodity Buffers within Spokane 

County. This will be the second year we are working together with them. Cost Share payments in the 

amount of $3,194.65 are paid through the Palouse CD RCPP program. They are seeking approval from our 



board to continue with this arrangement. 

  

Motion James/Shrauger to approve agreement with Palouse CD for RCPP Commodity Buffer Cost Share 

agreements within our boundaries. Motion carried. 

 

Flanders is requesting board approval for the first round of 2020 of Commodity Buffer payments. These 

payments consist of extended contracts, preserving buffers and implementing new buffers. The total of 

the 20 contracts presented is $59,777.49 which provides 68.33 miles of buffer.  

 

Motion James/Knopp to approve the 20 RCPP Commodity Buffer Cost Share Agreements as presented 

that cover over 68 miles of buffer. Motion carried. 

 

Carter shared that the goats are back at the 8th Property. Rich Sgarra has affectionately named them the 

Noxious Weed Management Team. They did a great job of keeping the weeds down last year and we are 

counting on them doing the same this year.  

 

The Eagle Scout project to install a plant nursery at the 8th Property looks great. There are over 4,000 

seedlings planted. 

 

VOTF is moving into their selling season. It has got off to a slow start because of the cooler weather. There 

are two Eagle Scout projects going on at the farm. A secondary tool shed is being built at the lower level 

fields. A fire pit has been installed that uses gravel and rocks from 8th Property. The mobile chicken coup 

project is going well. They will move the coup around the farm as needed. 

 

This Thursday, USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue and Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rogers will be in 

Spokane. They reached out to VOTF to do a press conference with them. They asked that we bring our 

delivery truck, Big Dena, to deliver produce to the NE Community Center. Carter has been asked to make 

a presentation about VOTF. 

 

On June 15 we will be hosting a Farmer Coalition Risk Management Conference online. This event was 

originally scheduled in March, but was delayed because of COVID-19 restrictions. Ray Ledgerwood will 

facilitate the meeting. Over 25 people have registered so far. This is for veterans to learn about federal 

and state farming programs that are available. 

 

Carter is continuing to work on the Long Range Plan. The staff is making updates to the plan. She hopes to 

have a draft to present to board members in the next week. It will be ready by the Summer Planning 

Session. 

 

Carter would like to bring Diversity, Inclusion and Equity training forward to our planning session. She 

would like to include this in our Long Range Plan and provide training for staff and board members. 

 

We received notice from the city that they won’t fund the Rain Barrel program this year because they 

have increased costs from COVID-19. Carter would like to look at the cost involved and potentially fund it 

ourselves.  



  

Correspondence & Announcements 

The District received a news release from the US Dept. of Interior, Bureau of Land Management. They 

have selected Barry Bushue as the new State Director for Washington and Oregon. 

 

The Enduris policy rate outlook shows that our insurance rates will be going up. 

 

June 15-17, 2020 WADE Conference 

June 30, 2020 Last day of WSCC fiscal year 

July 14, 2020 SCD Board Meeting 

July 15-16 Commission Meeting 

 

Closing of the Meeting 

Reading of the Motions 
Jesseph read the motions. 
 

Motion Miller/Shrauger to accept the Consent Agenda, including the June Payables Report in the 

amount of $461,272.33. Motion carried.   

 

Motion James/Miller to accept apparent low bid from Kilgore Construction Inc. as presented and 

authorize staff to move forward with Notice to Award. Motion carried. 

 

Motion James/Shrauger to approve agreement with Palouse CD for RCPP Commodity Buffer Cost Share 

agreements within our boundaries. Motion carried. 

 

Motion James/Knopp to approve 20 Commodity Buffer Cost Share Agreements as presented that cover 

over 68 miles of buffer. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:02 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by: Jeannie Jesseph 
 
  

Gerald A Scheele, Chair      Randy James, Member                     
 
 
    

The Spokane Conservation District’s Board meeting minutes are intended to be a reasonable summary of the Board’s deliberations and action. The minutes are not 
a verbatim record of everything said at the meeting. The minutes include all actions taken by the Board. 


